
Class/grade: 6th   Age group:  11 -12 years 
 
School:  Northeast  School code:  04748 
 
Title:  6th - How - Civilization – 4-22-14 
 
Teacher(s): Dodd, Dodd and Dodd 
 
Date:  April - May 
 
Proposed duration:  7 weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PYP planner 

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

Transdisciplinary theme: 

How We Express Ourselves:   

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express our ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

Central idea: 

Artifacts from past civilizations help us discover their way of life and how they 

expressed themselves  
 
Summative assessment task(s): 
What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the 
central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we 
look for? 
 
Task: Students will complete a research paper on an historical artifact, 
information on its civilization and how the artifact expressed the ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and/or values of this civilization.  
 
Evidence:  Students will be able to: 

 Create a research paper on the above. 

 Replicate the artifact using his/her own materials. 

 Share their research paper and artifact with other students 
making connections with the central idea. 
 

Assessment Tool:  Teacher and student developed rubric on the 
evidence listed above. 
 

Student Initiated Actions: Students will be able to find an artifact today 
and understand how it would communicate to future generations.  
Students will understand the importance of a certain artifact to its 
specific time period and the special role that technology would play.  
Students would gain a greater appreciation for the “Arts” in 
communicating or expressing ideas. 

 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, 
connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized 
within this inquiry? 

Key Concepts:   connection, causation, perspective 
 

Related concepts:  civilizations, artifacts, discovery 
 
What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central 
idea? 

 How artifacts connect us to past civilizations 

 How artifacts cause our understanding of the past to grow 

 How perspectives on a civilization can change with additional 
discovery 

 
What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

 How do artifacts connect us to past civilizations? 

 How do artifacts cause our understanding of the past to grow? 

 How do perspectives on a civilization can change with additional 
discovery? 
 

Provocation Task (Hook):   Mayan, Incan, Inuit and Aztec artifact 
discovery activity for the Denver Museum of Nature and Science 
 

Planning the inquiry 
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Planning the inquiry 

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and 
skills?  What evidence will we look for? 

 KWL chart on past civilizations of the western hemisphere. 
 

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of 
the lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

Week 1 – Assessment 

 Cause and effect activity about how Mayan civilization disappeared 

 Vocabulary skill exercises 
Week 2 – Assessment 

 Summarizing activity about Incans 

 Vocabulary skill exercises 
Week 3 – Assessment 

 Surface area activity on the Aztec pyramids 

 Vocabulary skill exercises 
Week 4 – Assessment 

 Compare/contrast activity between all taught civilizations 

 Vocabulary skill exercises 
Week 5 – Assessment 

 Compare/contrast activity with perspectives between old world and 
new world 

 Vocabulary skill exercises 
Weeks 6 -7  – Assessment 

 Summative Assessment 
 

 
 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries (exploring, wondering, 
questioning) and address the driving questions? 
Common Core Standards – writing a research report, summarize, 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, vocabulary skills, surface area of three 
dimensional objects,  
Prior Knowledge 

 Prior knowledge KWL 

 Hook 
Week 1 

 Mayan civilization 

 Religion, lifestyle, daily life, agriculture, arts and crafts 

 Artifact study and changing perspectives 
Week 2 

 Incan civilization 

 Religion, lifestyle, daily life, agriculture, arts and crafts 

 Artifact study and changing perspectives 
Week 3  

 Aztec civilization 

 Religion, lifestyle, daily life, agriculture, arts and crafts 

 Artifact study and changing perspectives 
Week 4 

 Inuit and early Indian civilizations 

 Religion, lifestyle, daily life, agriculture, arts and crafts 

 Artifact study and changing perspectives 
Week 5 

 Explorers, colonizers and Columbian exchange 

 Religion, lifestyle, daily life, agriculture, arts and crafts 

 Artifact study and changing perspectives 
Weeks 6 - 7 

 Summative assessment 
 

What opportunities will occur for trans-disciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 
 
Trans D. Skills:  Research Skills (formulating questions, observing, planning, 

collecting data, recording data, organizing, interpreting, presenting research).  
Thinking Skills (comprehension, application, analysis, evaluation, metacognition) 
Learner Profile:  Inquirers (develop natural curiosity), Open-minded (open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities), Principled 

(for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities) 
Attitudes:  Empathy (imagining themselves in another’s situation in order to 

understand his or her reasoning and emotions, so as to be open-minded and 
reflective about the perspectives of others), Respect (respecting themselves, others 
and the world around them), Appreciation (appreciating the wonder and beauty of 

the world and its people) 

 

 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 
What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, 
etc, will be available (even community)? 

- Artifacts from museum 
- Various books on early civilizations  
- Internet sites on early civilizations and artifacts 
- Microsoft Office for research papers 
- Various materials for construction cultural artifacts 
- Math book on surface area 
 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to 
facilitate the inquiry? 
- Anythink, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, parent visitors on heritage  
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Reflecting on the inquiry 

6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ 
understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the 
planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included. 

 

Students reflected on the central idea and utilized current events (such as 
the flooding in Colorado) in influence their understanding. A few 
reflections have been attached.  The related concepts were used in the 
reflection and summarized the hook in terms of impacts within the gulf.   

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a 
more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

Assessment task will target a deeper level of thinking around organisms 
(i.e. – move from just plants and animals into viruses and bacterium).  
Thoughts about germ warfare, west Nile virus or anti-bacterial soap would 
be a deeper level of instruction than say 2

nd
 grade’s curriculum. 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea 
and the transdisciplinary theme? 

 

Will continue to listen for student comments regarding the competition 
among living things for finite resources.  Pine beetle larvae are an 

example. 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

 develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

The rain forest readings and different environmental zones were 
particularly engaging for students.  It also gave the students a world 
view.  Additional resources for next year’s unit will provide 
opportunities for additional engaging activities. 

 demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills? 

 Research of information on organisms proved to be great opportunity 
 Focus on research skills.  Presentations did the same for 
 communication skills. 

 develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

 For thinking, students had the opportunity to tackle real world 
 problems (like West Nile or the Colorado Pine Beetle) and suggest 
 possible solutions.   

 Creativity came through the solutions to real world problems.  
 Enthusiasm came from additional knowledge and connecting it to the 
 local floods.  The hook created excitement as well.   

  

In each case, explain your selection. 
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Reflecting on the inquiry 

8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any 
that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

Student inquiries and questions will take a bigger role in succeeding years of 
teaching this unit. 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and 
highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the 
inquiries. 

 

The “form” questions about organisms, ecosystems and habitats were 
particularly effective in driving the inquiry because students had so little prior 
knowledge with these terms.   

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning? 

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to 
reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

Our hope is that students will flip over containers of standing water to prevent 
West Nile or use less hairspray to increase cold that kills Pine Beetles. 

 

 

 

 9.  Teacher notes 

 

 Unit can covered at a quicker rate. 

 Google search on middle school units on virus / bacteria 

 Microscope with computer link funded though Exec Committee 

 Resource search from Anythink (Jeff will get card) 

 Contact CU etc. (maybe Master Gardeners) 

 Hook could be changed to incorporate West Nile virus. 
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